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  Chair Boyle called the regularly scheduled meeting to order 
at 10:00 a.m. with Commissioners Boyle, Lowell Johnson, Rod Johnson, 
Landis and Vap present. 
 
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION  
 
  Notice was duly published March 4, 2003, on Page 8 of The 
Daily Record that the regular public meeting of the Commissioners of 
the Nebraska Public Service Commission would be held March 11, 2003, 
at 10:00 a.m. in the Commission Hearing Room, 300 The Atrium, 1200 N 
Street, Lincoln. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT  

 
AD-295 In the Matter of Response Catalyst, Inc., Omaha, seeking 

authority to connect an automatic dialing-announcing de- 
vice:  Upon agreement of all Commissioners, the application was  
granted. 
 
C-2648 In the Matter of the Petition of Nebraska Technology & 

Telecommunications, Inc., Omaha, seeking arbitration of the 
interconnection rates, terms and conditions with Aliant Communications  
Co., dba ALLTEL:  Gene Hand discussed the status of this docket and  
the estimated date the agreement will be filed with the Commission.  
Commissioner Boyle was designated as the hearing officer. 
 
C-2780 In the Matter of Level 3 Communications, LLC, Broomfield, 

Colorado, seeking arbitration to resolve issues relating to  
an interconnection agreement with Qwest Communications, Denver, Color- 
ado:  Gene Hand informed the Commission the arbitrated agreement for  
terms and conditions for unbundled network elements, ancillary ser- 
vices and resale of telecommunications services provided by Qwest  
Corporation in the State of Nebraska with Level 3 Communications, LLC  
was filed on March 7, 2003.  Commissioner Boyle was designated as the  
hearing officer. 
 
C-2872 In the Matter of Great Plains Communications, Inc., Blair, 

seeking arbitration to resolve issues relating to an inter- 
connection agreement with WWC License L.L.C., Issaquah, Washington: 
Upon agreement of all Commissioners, an order was entered granting the  
Motion to Strike, denying the Motion to Hold in Abeyance and finding  
the Commission will select an arbitrator.  Upon agreement of all Com- 
missioners, Marlin (Buster) Griffing was selected as the arbitrator. 
 
C-2830 In the Matter of the Commission, on its own motion, seeking  
PI-66 to review the Qwest Corporation rate center consolidation  
 plan:  Upon agreement of all Commissioners, an order was  
entered approving the rate center consolidation. 
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COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT (Cont.) 
 
C-2871 In the Matter of Alticomm, Inc., Canton, Massachusetts,  
 seeking authority to operate as a resale carrier of intra- 
state interexchange and local exchange telecommunication services  
within the state of Nebraska:  Upon agreement of all Commissioners,  
the application was granted. 
 
C-2878 In the Matter of Enhanced Communications Group, L.L.C., 

Bartlesville, Oklahoma, seeking authority to add the doing  
business as (d/b/a) name of ECG:  Upon agreement of all Commissioners,  
the application was granted. 
 
C-2880 In the Matter of the consolidated application of Buyers  

United, Inc., d/b/a buyersonline, d/b/a United Carrier  
Networks, Bluffdale, Utah, seeking authority to operate as a resale 
interexchange carrier of telecommunications services within the state 
of Nebraska and to transfer customers of Touch America, Inc., Butte, 
Montana:  Upon agreement of all Commissioners, the application was 
granted. 
 
SC-004 In the Matter of Maurice Gene Hand, Director, Communica-

tions Department, Nebraska Public Service Commission,  
Complainant, vs. Lightyear Communications, Respondent:  Gene Hand  
discussed the slamming complaint that was filed by the Communications  
Department. 
 
 Gene Hand discussed the letter received from VarTec Tele-
com, Inc. regarding customer issues resulting from a notification sent 
to customers describing rate changes for multiple service offerings. 
 
 Gene Hand provided the Commission with a report on the 
status of the CAP Deployment Process including a schedule of tasks and 
milestone dates. 
 
 Upon agreement of all Commissioners, the staff will review 
bankruptcy documents filed at the Commission and advise the Commission 
of those substantially impacting Nebraska consumers. 
 

Engineering Division 
 
E-1983 In the Matter of Wheat Belt Public Power District, Sidney, 

seeking authority to construct, operate and maintain an 
electric transmission line in Sidney:  Upon agreement of all Commis- 
sioners, the application was granted. 
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UNIVERSAL SERVICE FUND 
 
NUSF-31 In the Matter of Pinpoint Communications, Inc., McCook, 
 seeking designation as a Nebraska Eligible Telecommunica-
tions Carrier that may receive state universal service support:  Upon 
agreement of all Commissioners, Pinpoint Communications, Inc. was 
approved as a Nebraska Eligible Telecommunications Carrier. 
UNIVERSAL SERVICE FUND (Cont.) 
 
 Jeff Pursley informed the Commission of the scheduled 
Universal Fund Advisory Board meeting on March 14, 2003, at 10:00 a.m. 
in the Commission Library, Lincoln.  
 
 Jeff Pursley informed the Commission on the progression of 
the conversion of the new NIS system and also an update on the dis-
cussions with Health and Human Services (HHS) regarding Lifeline and 
the program’s name change. 

 
FEDERAL REPORT 
 
 Municipal Telecommunications Systems:  8th Circuit:  The 
Missouri Attorney General petitioned the U.S. Supreme Court on 
February 20 for review of an 8th Circuit ruling vacating an FCC deci-
sion regarding municipal entrants in the telecommunications business.  
The FCC had refused to pre-empt a Missouri law that banned municipali-
ties and municipally-owned utilities from providing telecom services 
or facilities.   
 
 Wireless E-911:  Two FCC Commissioners (Abernathy and Adel-
stein) have announced that the FCC will step up its enforcement of 
E911 compliance and launch a “coordination initiative” to help public 
safety answering points (PSAPs), wireless carriers and wireline 
carriers work out issues and share best practices. 
 
LEGISLATION 
 
  Laura Davenport updated the Commission on pending legisla-
tion. 
 
  Commissioner Rod Johnson moved to approve sending a letter 
to Speaker Bromm asking him to prioritize LB 531 and Commissioner Vap 
seconded the motion.  Upon agreement of all Commissioners, the motion 
was approved.   
 
  John Burvainis discussed the fiscal note on LB 697.  The 
commission approved as recommended.   
 
GRAIN WAREHOUSE DEPARTMENT  
 
GW-1503 John Fecht discussed the shortage of pinto beans at  
 Trinidad/Benham Corp. dba The Trinidad Bean Co., Bayard. 
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GRAIN WAREHOUSE DEPARTMENT (Cont.) 
 
GW-93 In the Matter of The Keene Cooperative Grain and Supply 
 Company, Axtell, seeking to buy the grain represented on 
lost Grain Warehouse Receipt No. B402709:  Application was granted. 
 
GW-2115 In the Matter of Farmers Elevator Company, A Cooperative, 

Chappell, requesting a measure-up of grain in its facili- 
ties:  Request was granted with necessary fees to be paid by the  
applicant. 
 

Grain Dealer Division 
 
 The following applicant was granted a Grain Dealer License, 
subject to the fulfillment of all statutory requirements, for the 
license period ending December 31, 2003: 
 
       SECURITY 
 
GD-2856 21st Century Grain Processing Cooperative  $51,000 
 Manhattan, KS 
 
GD-2692 In the Matter of Liberty Mutual Insurance Company seeking 

cancellation of its Continuous Public Grain Warehouse Bond 
No. 14-003-068-42 in the amount of $150,000.00, issued on behalf of 
ConAgra Foods, Inc. dba ConAgra Oat Processing, Omaha:  Application 
was granted effective March 9, 2003. 
 
 Upon agreement of all Commissioners present, authorization 
was granted to destroy all expired grain dealer plates from licensing 
periods ending June 30, 2002 and December 31, 2002. 
 

Moisture Meter Division 
 
 Upon agreement of all Commissioners, authorization was 
granted to destroy all unused 2002 moisture meter approval tags. 
 
HOUSING AND RECREATIONAL VEHICLE DEPARTMENT 
 
 Mark  Luttich discussed the process of updating the rules 
and regulations for modular housing.  He also discussed his recom-
mendations for appointment to the modular housing unit ad-hoc com- 
mittee.    
 
TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT 
 
B-1498 In the Matter of Running Horse Enterprises, LLC, Hastings,  
 seeking a suspension of the Certificate of Public Conveni-
ence and Necessity issued in Application B-1498 until March 13, 2004: 
Upon agreement of all Commissioners, the application was granted as 
amended and Certificate B-1498 suspended until September 13, 2003.   
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TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT (Cont.) 
 
B-1514 In the Matter of All Nations Church of the Lord Jesus 
 Christ, dba All Nations Specialized Transport & Travel 
Services, Lincoln, seeking a suspension of the Certificate of Public 
Convenience and Necessity issued in Application B-1514 until March 1, 
2004: Upon agreement of all Commissioners, the application was granted 
as amended and Certificate B-1514 suspended until September 5, 2003.   
 
B-1536 In the Matter of Steven L. Gill, dba Cookies Limousine Ser- 
 vice, Beatrice, seeking a suspension of the Certificate of 
Public Convenience and Necessity issued in Application B-1536 until 
March 1, 2004:  Upon agreement of all Commissioners, the application 
was granted and Certificate B-1536 suspended until March 1, 2004.   
 
B-1618 In the Matter of Royal Limousine, Inc., Omaha, seeking to 
 acquire, through transfer, the authority as a common carrier 
granted to Laidback Limousine, Inc., Omaha, in Certificate B-1577, 
Supplement 1: Upon agreement of all Commissioners, temporary authority 
was granted.   
 
B-1619 In the Matter of Kincaid Coach Lines, Inc., Edwardsville,  
 Kansas, seeking to acquire, through transfer, the authority 
granted to Good Life Transportation, Inc. in Certificate B-1447:  Upon 
agreement of all Commissioners, temporary authority was granted.   
 
B-1614 In the Matter of Corn Belt Travel, Inc., dba First Place 
 Travel/Bye Bye Now Limousine, Sioux City, Iowa, seeking 
authority as a common carrier in Nebraska intrastate commerce by 
limousine in the transportation of passengers between points in South 
Sioux City and points within a 100-mile radius of South Sioux City. 
RESTRICTION:  The transportation of railroad train crews and their 
baggage is not authorized:  The video hearing previously set for 
March 6, 2003, was continued to a date later to be determined. 
 
  Railroad Division 
 

 In the Matter of United Transportation Union, Lincoln, re-
questing the Commission facilitate a meeting between the Burlington 
Northern Santa Fe Railroad concerning LB 185, (2001), the two-person 
crew legislation:  The Commission directed Andy Pollock to research 
the issue and draft a letter to Burlington Northern Santa Fe to set up 
a meeting on the matter.   
 
  Commissioner Rod Johnson exited the Commission Hearing 
Room.   
 

Rate Division 
 
LR-236 In the Matter of Extreme Limousine, Inc., dba A Limousine 
 Service, Omaha, seeking authority to amend its limousine 
rates:  Upon agreement of all Commissioners present, the application 
was granted.   
 



March 11, 2003 
Page 5315     

TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT (Cont.) 
 
MR-1009/ In the Matter of Moving and Warehouse Division, Nebraska 
PI-70 Trucking Association, Lincoln, seeking an extension for  
 filing comments until March 15, 2003:  Upon agreement of all 
Commissioners present, an extension was granted.   
 
MR-930 In the Matter of Movers and Warehouse Division, Nebraska  
 Motor Carriers Association, Lincoln, seeking authority to 
establish a fuel surcharge in Nebraska Official Household Goods Tariff 
7-E:  The fuel surcharge was increased to 26 cents per mile and the 
taxi surcharge was increased to 30 cents per trip.   
 
 Commissioner Rod Johnson entered the Commission Hearing 
Room.  
 
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 
 
 Upon agreement of all Commissioners, Commission minutes for 
the month of February, 2003, were approved.  
 
 Upon agreement of all Commissioners, authorization was 
granted for Brenda Wicken to pay Commission invoices from March 11-24, 
2003. 
 
 Upon agreement of all Commissioners, authorization was 
granted for John Fecht to grant all grain warehouse licenses that meet 
statutory requirements from March 11-24, 2003.  
 
 Upon agreement of all Commissioners, authorization was 
granted for Commissioner Landis to attend the Natural Gas Pricing, 
Supply and Utility Response Seminar to be held at the offices of 
Aquila in Kansas City, Missouri, on Monday, March 17, 2003.   
  
 Commissioner Landis moved to set Commission meeting dates 
on a weekly basis as a matter of policy unless there is a conflict in 
doing so.  Commissioner Vap seconded the motion.  Commissioners Lowell 
Johnson, Rod Johnson, Landis and Vap voted aye and Commissioner Boyle 
voted nay.  The motion passed.  Commission meeting dates were set as 
follows: 
 
 April 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29, 2003 
 May 13, 20 and 28, 2003 
 June 3, 17 and 24, 2003 
 
 Commissioner Landis moved that a meeting be scheduled for 
May 6, 2003.  The motion died for lack of a second.  
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GENERAL ADMINISTRATION (Cont.) 
 
 Attention was called to the following proceedings: 
 
Tuesday, March 11, 2003: 
 
B-1581 Commission Hearing Room, Lincoln.  Oral Argument 
1:00 Servant Cab Company, LLC, dba Yellow Cab Company and Capital  
 Cab Company, Lincoln, seeking interpretation of carrier  
 authority.  Commissioner Landis chairing.  
 
NUSF-33/ Commission Hearing Room, Lincoln.  Workshop.   
PI-68 The Commission, on its own motion, seeking to investigate  
 2:00 the audit requirements related to the Nebraska Universal 

Service Fund.  Commissioner Landis chairing.  
 
Thursday, March 13, 2003: 
 
B-1601 Video Hearing.  Commission Library, Lincoln; Nebraska  
10:00 State Office Building, Room 207, 1313 Farnam Street,  
 Omaha; Public Library, Second Floor, 517 West 4th Street, 

Hastings; Von Riesen Library, Room 6, 1205 East 3rd Street, 
McCook.  Ruben Farias Figueroa, dba Grisel, Lexington, 
seeking authority as a common carrier of passengers in 
intrastate commerce by taxicab in sedans between points in 
the City of Lexington and Dawson County and between points 
in the City of Lexington and Dawson County on the one hand, 
and on the other hand, points in Nebraska over irregular 
routes to include transportation of clients of Nebraska 
Department of Health and Human Services.  RESTRICTION:  
Transportation of railroad train crews is not authorized.  
Commissioner Vap chairing.  

 
Friday, March 14, 2003: 
 
10:00 Commission Library, Lincoln.  
 Nebraska Universal Service Fund Advisory Committee Meeting 
 
Monday, March 17, 2003: 
 
FC-1309 Commission Hearing Room, Lincoln. 
 2:00  Houlton Enterprises, Inc., d/b/a Guaranteed Phone Service, 

Council Bluffs, Iowa, vs. Qwest Corporation, Omaha, 
regarding erroneous billing.  Commissioner Boyle chairing.  

 
Tuesday, March 18, 2003: 
 
C-2874/ Video Workshop.  Commission Library, Lincoln. 
PI-71 The Commission, on its own motion, seeking to investigate  
 2:00 the current status of distance learning in Nebraska.  

Commissioner Vap chairing.   
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GENERAL ADMINISTRATION (Cont.) 
 
Columbus Public Library   College Park 
Columbus Room, 2nd Floor   Conference Room C 
2504 14th Street     3180 West Highway 34 
Columbus, NE 68601    Grand Island, NE 68801 
 
Hastings Public Library   Kearney Public Library 
517 West 4th Street    2020 First Avenue 
Hastings, NE 69101    Kearney, NE 68849 

 
Von Riesen Library    Northeast Community College 
Room 6, Basement Level   Macclay Building, Room, 122 
1205 East 3rd Street    801 East Benjamin Avenue 
McCook, NE 69001     Norfolk, NE 68702 
 
McKinley Education Center   Avera St. Anthony’s Hospital 
301 West F Street    Cornhusker Room 
North Platte, NE  69101   2nd and Adams Street 
       O’Neill, NE 68763 
Panhandle Learning Center 
High Plains Room     Chadron State College 
4502 Avenue I     Student Center 
Scottsbluff, NE 69361    Scottsbluff Room 
NOTE:  1:00 PM MDT     2504 14th Street 

Chadron, NE 68601 
Cherry County Extension Office 
110 West 4th Street 
Valentine, NE 69201 
 
Thursday, March 20, 2003: 
 
B-1600 Video Hearing.  Commission Library, Lincoln; Nebraska State 
10:00 Office Building, Room 207, 1313 Farnam Street, Omaha; 

Public Library, Second Floor, 517 West 4th Street, Hastings; 
Von Riesen Library, Room 6, 1205 East 3rd Street, McCook.  Y 
Turner’s Unlimited, Inc., Omaha, seeking authority as a  

 common carrier in Nebraska’s intrastate commerce in the  
 transportation of passengers from McKinley Street south- 
 west to State Street; State Street west to 120th Street;  
 120th Street south to Interstate 80; Interstate 80 east to  
 72nd Street; 72nd Street south to Harrison Street; Harrison  
 Street east to 16th Street; and 16th Street north to McKinley  
 Street.  To include clients of the Nebraska Department of  

Health and Human Services:  RESTRICTION:  The transporta-
tion of railroad train crews and their baggage is not 
authorized.  Commissioner Boyle chairing.  
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GENERAL ADMINISTRATION (Cont.) 
 
 The Commission discussed budget recommendations from the  
Appropriations Committee.   
 
 The Commission recessed at 11:48 AM to reconvene following  
the conclusion of the NUSF-33 workshop.  
 
 The Commission reconvened at 3:20 p.m. with Commissioners 
Boyle, Lowell Johnson, Rod Johnson, Landis and Vap present.   
 
 Commissioner Rod Johnson moved that the Commission go into 
closed session to discuss personnel issues and Commissioner Lowell 
Johnson seconded the motion.  Upon agreement of all Commissioners, the 
Commission went into closed session at 3:21 p.m. 
 
 Commissioner Vap moved that the Commission return to open 
session and Commissioner Landis seconded the motion.  Upon agreement 
of all Commissioners, the Commission returned to open session at 4:15 
p.m.  
 
**********************************************************************  
 
  The meeting adjourned at 4:16 p.m. with Commissioners 
Boyle, Lowell Johnson, Rod Johnson, Landis and Vap present.  The next 
regularly scheduled meeting will be held on March 25, 2003, at 10:00 
a.m. with an agenda to be available in the office of the Executive 
Director at 10:00 a.m. on March 24, 2003. 
 
 
_________________________________ _______________________________ 
              Chair      Executive Director 
 


