BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COWM SSI ON

Cox Nebraska Telcom L.L.C Formal Conpl aint No. 1296
and
Il um net,

Conpl ai nant s,
V.

Qwest Conmuni cations, Inc.,
Respondent .
ALLTEL Nebraska, Inc. Formal Conpl ai nt No. 1297
and
ALLTEL Conmmuni cations of
Nebr aska, Inc.,
Conpl ai nants, PREHEARI NG CONFERENCE ORDER
V.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
g
Qnest Corporation, )
)

Respondent . ENTERED: May 22, 2002

BY THE COWM SSI ON:

On March 5, 2002, Cox Nebraska Telcom L.L.C. (Cox) and
IlTumnet filed Formal Conplaint No. 1296 against Qunest
Communi cations, Inc., and on March 26, 2002, ALLTEL Nebraska,
Inc. (ALLTEL) filed Formal Conplaint No. 1297 against Quest
Cor poration (Quest). A Prehearing ®©nference was held on My
14, 2002, at 3:00 p.m in the Commi ssion Hearing Room pursuant
to Rule 020 of the Rules of Conmi ssion Procedure and in response
to the request of the parties. This Prehearing Conference Order
records the actions taken at the Conference.

1. Consol i dati on. The parties have requested, and the
Conmi ssion is agreeable to, consolidation of the above-captioned
formal conplaints for hearing and disposition. The issues

presented in each of the conplaints are substantially simlar.
Such consolidation represents an efficient use of Comm ssion
resources.

2. Schedul e. The schedule for processing the above-
captioned formal complaints was discussed and wll be as
fol | ows:

a. Anendnent of Pleadings: The parties shall have to and

including My 24, 2002, to file wth the Conmission any
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anendnents to the pleadings filed to date in the above-capti oned
formal conplaints. Any pl eadi ngs responsive to such anmendnents
shall be filed in accordance with the Conmi ssion’s Rul es.

b. Di scovery: The parties shall have to and including
June 1, 2002, to serve witten discovery requests in accordance
with Rule 016.11 of the Rules of Commission Procedure.
Responses to any such di scovery shall be made in accordance with
such rule. Al'l discovery in the above-captioned formal com
pl aints shall be conpleted not later than July 12, 2002.

c. Exchange of Pre-Filed Testinony and Exhibits: Cox,
ALLTEL and I1llumi net shall have to and including July 26, 2002,
to prepare and file with the Commi ssion and serve on the other
parties: (i) the pre-filed testimony of any wtness that the
party intends will testify at the hearing of the above-captioned
formal conplaints, and (ii) the exhibits that the party intends
to offer at the hearing of these conplaints, except for rebuttal
exhibits. Quest shall have to and including August 16, 2002, to
file with the Conmission and serve on the other parties,
responsive pre-filed testinmony and exhibits. Cox, ALLTEL and
I'llum net shall then have to and including August 28, 2002, to
file with the Conmission and serve on the other parties,
rebuttal conments.

d. Hearing Date(s): The hearing on these consolidated
formal conplaints will be held on Septenber 9 and 10, 2002,
comrencing at 9:30 a.m in the Conmm ssion Hearing Room 300 The
Atrium 1200 N Street, Lincoln, Nebraska.

The Comm ssion acknow edges that each of the above-
captioned formal conplaints contains a request pursuant to Neb.
Rev. Stat. Section 75-609(2) (2000 Cum Sup.) for this Com
mssion to reviewthe terms of the access charge tariff as filed
by Qenest, that is the subject nmatter of such conplaints. In
approving the foregoing schedule, the Conmission is mndful of
the requirements of such section that the hearing of such a
request for review be conpleted within 60 days followi ng the
filing of such request. However, due to the need for discovery
by the parties, the conplexity of the issues presented and the
agreement with the parties, the foregoing schedule is being
established for the orderly disposition of these matters.

3. Conduct of Hearing. The hearing on the above-
captioned matters shall be conducted with cross-exanination
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al | owed. The conplainants shall first present their cases,
followed by Qwest, and the hearing wll be conpleted wth
rebuttal by the conplai nants.

4. Transcript. The costs of the transcript shall be
borne by the parties. Therefore, the costs wll be split
equal |y between Cox, ALLTEL, Illum net and Quest.

5. Post-Hearing Briefs. Post-Hearing Briefs and/or

proposed orders shall be filed with the Conmmission within 10
days of the rel ease of the transcript.

6. Addi ti onal | ssues. Any renmining prehearing issues
that may arise prior to the date of the hearing, that the
parties wish for the Commission to address, may be brought
bef ore the Conmi ssion for resolution at a subsequent prehearing
conf erence.

ORDER
IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that the above-captioned fornal
complaints shall be conducted in conformty with the foregoing
par agraphs of this Prehearing Oder.

MADE AND ENTERED at Lincoln, Nebraska this 22nd day of My,
2002.

NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON

COVM SSI ONERS CONCURRI NG

Chair

ATTEST:

Executive Director



