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Entered: April 5, 2005

BY THE COW SSI ON:

OPI NI ON AND FI NDI NGS

By Formal Conplaint filed WMarch 30, 2005, MLeodUSA
Tel ecommuni cations Services, Inc. (MLeod), of Cedar Rapids,
|l owa, seeks interimrelief and enforcenent of an interconnection
agreenment with Qaest Communications (Qaest) of Denver, Col orado.
McLeod opted into an interconnection agreenent with Qaest which
was filed on March 29, 1999 and approved by the Conmm ssion on
April 14, 1999.

The Formal Conplaint stens from a dispute between MLeod
and Qnest over Qnest’s right under the interconnection agreenent
to demand security deposits. McLeod states that Qmest demanded
that McLeod pay nore than $15.9 million to Qrest within 10 days,
and over $440,000 in Nebraska alone, or Qwest wll “suspend
order activity” and “di sconnect services” provided to MLeod.

McLeod seeks an order from the Conmm ssion that Qwnest may
not demand a security deposit, and that Qwmest may not “suspend
order activity” or “disconnect services” provided to MlLeod
unti | t he pr ocedur es for di spute resol ution in t he
i nterconnection agreenent have been satisfied. Because MlLeod
believes Qwmest wll “suspend order activity” and “disconnect
services” if the security deposit is not received by April 1,
2005, McLeod seeks interimenergency relief fromthe Conmm ssion.

Qwest filed a response to the Petition on April 1, 2005.
A hearing on the Petitioners request for energency relief was
held in the Commssion Library on April 1, 2005. Upon
consideration of the Petition, the argunments given at the
hearing on April 1, 2005 and being fully informed in the
prem ses, the Commssion is of the opinion and finds MlLeod
should be granted interim relief wuntil further order of the
Comm ssi on. The Comm ssion should permt Qwaest to supplenent
its response to the Formal Conplaint in the tinmefranme allowed
pursuant to Title 291, Chapter 5, 8§ 5.08 of the Conmm ssion Rules
of Procedure. After such time, the Commission will schedule a
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hearing to receive evidence on the nerits of MLeod s Fornal
Conpl ai nt .

ORDER
IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service
Comm ssion that MLeod should be granted interim relief until
further order of the Comm ssion. Qwest shall not “suspend order
activity” or *“disconnect services” until further order of the
Comm ssi on.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this order shall take effect
i mredi ately.

MADE AND ENTERED at Lincoln, Nebraska, this 5th day of
April, 2005.

NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COWM SSI ON
COW SS|I ONERS CONCURRI NG
Chai r man

ATTEST:

Executive Director



