BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON

In the Matter of the Application ) Application No. C-2786
of Qwest Corporation of Denver, )
Col orado, seeking approval of an )
escal ati on procedure and ) GRANTED
busi ness sol uti ons agreenent )
with McLeod USA, Inc., of Sioux )

)

Fal |l s, South Dakot a. Ent ered: Septenber 24, 2002

BY THE COWM SSI ON:

On August 21, 2002, an Application was filed by Qnest
Corporation (Qwest) of Denver, Colorado, seeking approval of an
escalation procedure and business solutions agreement wth
McLeodUSA, Inc., of Sioux Falls, South Dakota. Notice of the
application was published in The Daily Record, Omha, Nebraska,
on August 23, 2002. No protests were filed; therefore, this
application is processed pursuant to the Commssion’s Rule of
Modi fi ed Procedure.

OPI NI ON AND FI NDI NGS

Upon concerns raised regarding Qvest’s decision not to file
contractual agreements with CLECs that it believes do not fall
within the filing requirements of Section 252 of the
Tel econmuni cati ons Act of 1996, (The Act) Quest &areed to file
such agreenments. It is Qwmest’s intention to file such agreenents
until such tine that the FCC issues a decision on whether such
agreenents should be filed with state Comm ssions under The Act.

In the current application, Qwmest seeks approval of an
escalation procedure and business solutions agreement wth
McLeodUSA, Inc. (MLeodUSA). The Commi ssion recognizes that
Qrest will be posting this agreenment to Qrvest’s website in order
to allow CLECs in Nebraska to opt into the Section 252 terns of
t he Tel ecomuni cati ons Act of 1996.

Section 252(e) of the Act requires this Conmission to
review negotiated interconnection agreenents to ensure they
conply with Sections 251 and 252(d) of the Act, as well as all
applicable state |aws. Using those standards, the agreenent
filed August 21, 2002, should be approved.

ORDER
IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service

Conmi ssion  that the negotiated agreement between  Qnest
Corporation and MLeod USA, Inc., be, and is hereby approved.
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MADE AND ENTERED at Lincoln, Nebraska, this 24th day of
Sept enber, 2002.

NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON
COVMM SS| ONERS CONCURRI NG
Chair

ATTEST:

Executive Director



