BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON

In the Matter of the Nebraska
Publ i ¢ Servi ce Comm ssi on, on
its own notion, seeking to

i nvestigate the inmpact of

t el ecommuni cati ons carrier
bankr upt ci es.

Application No. PlI-62/C 2777
ORDER CLOSI NG DOCKET

Entered: WMy 11, 2004
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BY THE COW SSI ON:
OPI NI ON AND FI NDI NGS

On  August 13, 2002, the Commi ssion opened the above-
captioned docket to examine the effects of past and possible
future bankruptcy filings by tel ecomrunications carriers in the
state of Nebraska and to investigate the inpact insolvent
carriers have on eligible telecomunications carriers (ETCs)
serving high-cost areas of +the state, and the actual or
potential inmpact on universal service.

In an effort to conplete its review, the Conm ssion
requested input fromthe parties on the follow ng issues:

1. What role should the Comm ssion take when inforned of
potential or actual bankruptcy proceedings of a certificated
t el econmmuni cations carrier?

a. Should this role change depending on the type of
tel ecomuni cations carrier filing for bankruptcy?
If so, please explain.

b. Should the Commission’s role vary based upon the
underlying facts or nature of the bankruptcy
petition?

c. Should the Commission take any action when
tel ecommuni cations carriers are feared insolvent
but have not officially filed a bankruptcy peti-
tion? If so, what actions should the Conm ssion
take? If not, why not?

d. How should the Conmission exercise its juris-
diction over a teleconmunications carrier subject
to the protection of a bankruptcy court?

2. What action, if any, should the Conmmission take in
ensuring that potential <custoner mgration is handled
snoothly and efficiently?
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3. What special obligations do carriers of last resort
assune? How can the Conmission ensure that financially
strained carriers of last resort do not cut-off service to
consuners?

4, Do the Federal Conmunications Comm ssion’s di scontinu-
ance rules as provided in 47 CF. R 8 63 provide adequate
protections for consuners? If not, what other rules are

necessary?

Responses to the above-listed requests were filed AT&T

Conmmuni cations of the Mdwest, 1Inc.; ALLTEL Nebraska, Inc.;
Nebraska Tel econmuni cations Associ ati on; Computer  Servi ces,
I nc.; Qnest Cor por ati on; Nebr aska | ndependent Tel ephone

Associ ation; Rock County Tel ephone Conpany; Arlington Tel ephone
Company; Blair Tel ephone Conpany; Canbridge Tel ephone Conpany;
Consolidated Telco Inc.; Eastern Nebraska Tel ephone Conpany;
G eat Plains Conmmunicati ons, I nc.; Nebcom I nc.; Nebr aska
Central Tel ephone Conpany; Northeast Nebraska Tel ephone Conpany;
Intrado, Inc.; WrldCom Inc.; and Alltel Communications, Inc.

Accordingly, wupon review of the comrents received, the
Commission is of the opinion and finds that the coments
regarding the effects of past and possible future bankruptcy
filings by telecomunications carriers in the state of Nebraska,
the inmpact insolvent carriers have on ETCs serving high-cost
areas of the state, and the inpact on universal service are best
addressed in a later rul emaking proceeding. Therefore, in light
of this finding, the Commssion wll discontinue any further
review at this tine. Al conmrents and information received
during the course of the present docket shall be incorporated
into a later rul emaki ng proceedi ng.

ORDER

I T IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service Com
nm ssion that the issues identified by Application No.
Pl -62/C-2777 will be best addressed in a later rulenaking
docket .

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that in consideration thereof,
Application No. PI-62/C 2777 should be, and is hereby, closed
and the information gathered herein shall be incorporated into a
| at er rul enaki ng proceedi ng.
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MADE AND ENTERED in Lincoln, Nebraska on this 11th day of

May, 2004.

COWMM SSI ONERS CONCURRI NG

NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON

Chai r nan

ATTEST:

Executive Director



