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The Conmi ssion opened this docket on Novenber 5, 2003, to
review a rate center consolidation plan proposed by Qnest
Corporation (Quest).

Qnest proposes to consolidate rate centers for the 402 area
code as follows: Rate centers at South Sioux City and D[akota
City would be consolidated into one rate center at South Sioux
City; rate centers at Tekamah and Lyons would be consolidated
into one rate center at Tekanah; rate centers at El khorn,
Benni ngton and Val |l ey woul d be consolidated into one rate center
at El khorn; and rate centers in Getna and Springfield would be
consolidated into one rate center at G etna.

The Comm ssion sought comrents from interested parties on
Qrvest’ s proposed rate center consolidation plan for the 402 area
code in Nebraska. No comments were filed. According to Qnest,
nine of its rate centers in the 402 area code can be
consolidated down to four wthout changes to existing |ocal
calling areas for Quaest custoners.

The Commission, by virtue of authority delegated by the
Federal Conmunications Conmission (FCC) [FCC order 00-104,
Docket No. 99-200, Nunber Resource Optim zation], is responsible
for the conservation of telephone nunbers in the state of
Nebr aska. One recomended net hodol ogy for nunber conservation
is the consolidation of tel ephone rate centers.

Rate centers enconpass specific geographical areas and
historically have been used by the tel ecomunications industry
to distinguish between local and toll calls. Small rate
centers may contain only a single exchange or ssMtch, whereas
larger rate centers may consist of nmultiple exchanges and/or
Swi t ches. As local calling areas have expanded or otherw se
changed over the years, it has becone evident that there are
situations where two or nore rate centers have exactly the sane
local calling area and are contiguous to one another. In fact,
it is these scenarios that represent the best candidates for
consideration of rate center consolidation in Nebraska s 402
area code at this tine.
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FI NDI NGS AND CONCLUSI ONS

NXX codes are assigned by rate center, not by exchange.
Each rate center operated by an incunbent |ocal exchange carrier
(ILEC) has at |east one prefix, or NXX, associated with it. An
NXX contains 10,000 telephone nunbers (NXX-0000 through NXX-
9999) . Prior to the roll-out of nunber pooling, iif a
conpetitive local exchange carrier (CLEC) w shed to serve
custoners within an ILEC rate center, the CLEC would also be
assigned an entire NXX Consequently, in many cases, |arge
quantities of nunbers have gone unused or are stranded.

Consolidating two or nore rate centers makes all assigned

NXXs vi abl e throughout the new rate center. When | ocal nunber
portability is inplenented, customers nmay port their nunbers
anywhere within the new rate center. If nunber pooling is in

pl ace, service providers nmay al so donate to and receive nunbers
in blocks of 1,000 from the pool for use throughout the entire
consolidated rate center. This will result in reducing the
assignment of full NXX codes, minimzing unused or stranded
nunbers and ultimately delaying the exhaust of the 402 area
code.

Rate center consolidation must preserve the integrity of
the E911 routing system Qnest  assures the Comm ssion the
selective routers serving the candidate rate centers are
configured to properly route calls to the correct public safety
answering points (PSAP) after consolidation. Once two or nore
rate centers consolidate, |ocal nunber portability practices
will allow custonmers noving within the newy-formed rate center
to take their nunber with themto a new |l ocation which may be in
an area previously part of a separate rate center. For this
reason, the PSAPs operated by energency service providers nust
be able to recognize all NXXs in the newy consolidated rate
center.

Based on the guidelines described above, the Comm ssion
finds that nine Qwest rate centers in Nebraska can be
consolidated into four. This consolidation (shown below) can be
acconpl i shed wi thout changes to the existing local calling areas
for Qwvest custoners or changes to the Qaest network.
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Exi sting Rate Center Nanme Consol i dated Rate Center Nane

South Sioux Cty (SOSIQUX CY)
Dakota City (DAKOTACITY) South Sioux City (SOSIQUX CY)

Tekamah ( TEKAMAH)
Lyons (LYONS) Tekamah ( TEKAVAH)

El khor n ( ELKHORN)
Benni ngt on ( BENNI NGTON)

Val | ey (VALLEY) El khorn ( ELKHORN)
Gretna (GRETNA)
Springfield (SPRI NGFLD) G et na (GRETNA)

In determining timng for inplementation of rate center
consol i dati on, t he Comi ssi on t akes into consi deration
recomended i ntervals for i ndustry notification t hr ough

Telcordia’s BIRRDS database (Business Integrated Rating and
Routi ng Database System) and its output products (notably the
Local Exchange Routing @Guide), as well as required network
di scl osur es. Service providers are advised that information
about the new rate centers nay include revised vertical and
hori zontal coordinates used to determ ne distance between rate
centers and whether a call is local or should be billed as toll.

Qwest requested a mnmninum of 6.5 nonths to achieve
consol i dati on.

ORDER

IT IS THERFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service
Conmi ssion that Qnest initiate the inplenentation of rate center
consol i dation as described herein.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that consolidation shall be conplete
within seven nonths of the effective date of this order.

IT IS FINALLY ORDERED that Quwest shall notify the
Conmi ssion of the projected date of consolidation at |east 30
days prior to consolidation taking effect.



Application No. C-2830/PI-66 PAGE 4
MADE AND ENTERED at Lincoln, Nebraska, this 11th day of
Mar ch, 2002.
NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON
COWM SSI ONERS CONCURRI NG
Chai r

ATTEST:

Executive Director



