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1. The Nebraska Public Service Conmi ssion (Conmission) hereby
opens this docket on its own notion seeking to determ ne Nebraska
Eligible Tel econmmuni cati ons Carrier (NETC) status for

tel ecommuni cations carriers to receive state wuniversal service
support for the Lifeline/Link-up and rural Telehealth programs and
to determ ne whether all |ocal exchange carriers should be required
to provide Lifeline and Link-up services upon Conmi ssion
certification.

2. The Conmission solicits coments on the followi ng questions:

A The Conmmission proposes that all <carriers holding a
| ocal exchange carrier certificate be required to offer
Lifeline and Link-up service upon the comencenent of the
actual provisioning of |local exchange service and be
given NETC status for the associated state Lifeline/Link-
up support. If you do not support this proposal please
comrent on which telecomunications carriers should be
designated as an NETC for the purpose of receiving such
support? Are there any eligibility requirements that the
Conmi ssion should require of all NETCs relating to the
specific purpose of receiving NUSF support for the
provi sioning of Lifeline or Link-up service?

B. The Conmission further proposes that any carrier that
has been granted a certificate of public conveni ence and
necessity to provide |ocal exchange or interexchange
service be granted NETC status for the specific purpose
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of provisioning services to rural healthcare providers as
identified in NUSF 26, Progression Order No. 3. If you
do not agree with this approach, please comment on which
tel econmuni cations carriers should be designated as an
NETC for the purposes of receiving support for the
provi sioning of Telehealth services to rural hospitals?
Are there any eligibility requirenents that t he
Conmi ssion should require of all NETCs relating to the
specific purpose of receiving NUSF support for the
provi sioni ng of Tel ehealth services?

3. Any interested party filing coments in this proceeding should
file one original, five paper copies, and one electronic copy in
Word or WordPerfect format on or before February 21, 2003.

ORDER

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service
Conmi ssion that the above captioned docket be opened to deternine
Nebraska Eligible Teleconmmunications Carrier (NETC) status for
tel ecommuni cations carriers to receive state universal service
support for the Lifeline/Link-up and rural Tel ehealth prograns.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that the above captioned docket be
opened to determne whether all carriers holding a |ocal exchange
carrier certificate with the Commission should be required to
participate in the Lifeline and Link-up prograns.

IT I'S FURTHER ORDERED that witten conments shall be filed on
or before February 21, 2003. Interested parties filing witten
corments nmust file one original, five paper copies and one
el ectronic copy in Wrd or WirdPerfect format.

MADE AND ENTERED at Lincoln, Nebraska, this 28th day of
January, 2003.

NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COWM SSI ON
COWMM SSI ONERS CONCURRI NG
Chair

ATTEST:

Executive Director



