SECRETARY’S RECORD, NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

BEFCRE THE NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
In the Matter of the Petition Application No. C-3684
for Declaratory Order Regarding
Applicability of Certain
Accounting Requirements or, in
the Alternative, Application for
Waiver of Certain Accounting.
Requirements.

GRANTED

L N A

Entered: November 8, 2006

BY THE COMMISSICN:

On August 25, 2006, Qwesgt Corporation (Qwest) of Denver,
Colorado, filed a Petition for Declaratory Order Regarding
Applicability of Certain Accounting Requirements or, in the
Alternative, Application for Waiver of Certain Accounting
Requirements (hereinafter referred to as the Petition for
Waiver). Notice of the Petition for Waiver was published in the
Daily Record, Omaha, Nebraska, on September 1, 2006. No
protests or interventions were filed.

Qwest seeks to discontinue maintaining Nebraska
jurisdictionally specific accounting records on two accounting
bases 1in Nebraska. ©One basis of accounting follows rules
prescribed by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The
other basis of accounting applies Nebraska Jjurisdictional
differences that reflect accounting standards and estimates
which deviate from FCC accounting and instead follows accounting
standards and estimates unigue to Nebragka. In itgs Petition,
Qwest states the three Business Activity Codes (BACs) used to
account for Nebraska jurisdictional differences are BAC 0178 J

Depreciation Rate Differences, BaC 0179 J - Depreciation
Amortization Differences, and BAC 0289 J Postretirement Cap
Reversal. The sum of the retained earnings balances in BACs

0178, 0179 and 0289 as of January 1, 2006 ig a debit of
$6,866,657.34 on Nebraska’'s “JR” intrastate books. This debit
is the result of a net c¢redit to assets and liabilities and is
included in the calculation of rate base in a rate of return
rate case. ) :

OPINTION AND FINDINGS
As presented, the Commission understands Qwest’s Petition
for Waiver to be limited in nature to keeping accounting records
unique to Nebraska for depreciation accounts identified above.

In response to some concerns by Commission staff, Qwest states:

1. The requested waiver would allow Qwest to keep one set
of books for Nebragka instead of two.
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2. The requested waiver would preserve the accumulated
difference between FCC and “JR” balance sheet balances
for any future rate case.

3. The waiver contemplates and provides for the posgibility
of a Qwest rate case in Nebraska.

4. In the event of a rate case, the proposed qualifications
on the requested waiver should preserve the ability of
both the Staff to propose and the Commission to impose
the depreciation lives and rates that Staff believes are
appropriate. '

Accordingly, OQwest, in response to Commission staff
concerns, requests the Commission accommodate those concerns
regarding the ability to use a Nebraska specific rate base for a
future cost-of-service rate case. Upon review of Qwest’s
commitments we find that a waiver should be granted as provided
in this Order.

First, we require Qwest to continue to account for
differences sghould a cost-of service rate case be filed. Qwest
must preserve the accumulated difference between FCC and JR
balance sheet balances for any future rate case. The
differences between the balance sheet balances on the FCC and JR
books on January 1, 2006, are set forth in Attachment A to this
Order. In the event Qwest is involved in a cost-of-service rate
cage in Nebraska at some future time, the balance differences
identified in Attachment A will be included as an adjustment to
the rate base that will serve to reduce Qwest’s rate base by
$6,866,657.34 which the Commission understands is an intrastate
calculation. : '

In addition, no party would be prevented from proposing a
pro forma adjustment to the test year cost of service analysis
in guch future rate case that incorporates the effect of using
different depreciation rates than the rates Qwest uses for FCC
accounting. Such rates would be used on a prospective basis.

Further, this waiver will have no effect on Qwest’s
obligation to comply with FCC rules pertaining to accounting
under the Uniform 8System of Accounts for telecommunications
companies or Jjurisdicticnal separations procedures. Qwest
committed to continue to maintain accounting records in
accordance with FCC regquirements and will continue to calculate
results of operations separated between interstate and
intrastate jurisdiction in Nebraska as required by the FCC. In
addition, Owest will continue to prepare and £file Automated
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Reporting Management Information System (ARMIS) reports as
required by the FCC.

We also find that Qwest must continue to account for its
-operations and investments on a Nebraska-specific basis.

Finally, the grant of this waiver is purely discretionary
in nature. The Commission retains its ability to medify the
‘limitations imposed herein, to impose other requirements
associated with this waiver, or to terminate this waiver if it
deems appropriate.

_ Subject to the waiver conditions described herein and any
hereinafter imposed by the Commission, Qwest may cease keeping
"JR books relative to the depreciation accounts referenced herein
effective January 1, 2006. Further, the grant of this request
will relieve Qwest of it obligation to file depreéciation studies
pursuant to Docket No. C-664.

ORDER
IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service
Commission the Petition £for Waiver is granted to the extent
provided herein.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the waiver granted herein may be
further limited, modified or terminated at the discretion of the

Commission.

MADE - AND ENTERED at Lincoln, Nebraska this 8™ day of
November, 2006.

NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

COMMISSIONERS CONCURRING:

" //s// Lowell C. Johnson ATTEST : ‘
//s// Frank E. Landis W

Executive Director

Chaiwrm
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January 1, 2006

BAC |Account Balance

178 1401.13 -$1,652.70
178 3121 -$8,263,937.66
178 3122 -$1,572,228.92
178 3123 -$569,292.69
178 3124 -$877,230.49
178 .4320.1 $56,433.00
178 . 4340.1 $3,447,337.78
178 4340.2 $825,962.83_
178 4550.2911 $6,954,608.85
178 6561.199 : $0.00
178 7210.12 $0.00
178 7250.1 $0.00
178 7250.2 $0.00
178 Total $0.00
179 3122 $69,075.27
179 43401 -$21,558.00
179 4340.2 -$5,218.00
170 4550.2911 -$42,299.27
179 Total $0.00
289 1439.999 -$76,233.26
289 43201 $24,588.44
289 43401 $5,982.48
289 4550.2911 $45,652.34
289 Total "~ $0.00






