
Application to Nebraska Broadband Pilot Program 
 
Citizens Telecommunications Company of Nebraska (“CTC-Nebraska”) applies for funding 
from the Nebraska Broadband Pilot Program for a project that will improve the broadband 
speeds available to customers in its Miller and Sumner exchanges.  Pursuant to the direction 
given by the Nebraska Public Service Commission in its January 25, 2013 order, Application 
No. NUSF-77 Progression Order No. 7, CTC-Nebraska provides the following information 
regarding the project. 
 
  
Checklist Item 1: 
A listing of all companies associated with the proposed broadband project that will provide 
the broadband or voice component of the service to consumers, including a main point of 
contact for all companies.  
 
CTC-Nebraska will be the sole company associated with this project, providing both voice 
and broadband services.  CTC-Nebraska is an incumbent local exchange carrier, and is 
designated as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier by the Commission.  Point of contact 
is: 

Scott Bohler 
2378 Wilshire Boulevard 
Mound, MN  55364 
(952) 491-5534 
scott.bohler@ftr.com 

 
Checklist Item 2: 
A description of the proposed broadband project plan for which NEBP funding is being 
requested including download and upload speed capabilities which can be provided using the 
proposed infrastructure. Minimum speed standards should be 4 mbps download and 1 mbps 
upload.   
 
CTC-Nebraska will build additional facilities to increase the transport capacity linking the 
exchanges of Miller and Sumner with existing facilities in CTC-Nebraska’s Kearney 
exchange.  The construction of the new buried fiber optic cable and associated electronics 
will allow for the provision of increased speed of broadband services provided in the Miller 
and Sumner exchanges.  Speeds provided will be a minimum of 4 mbps download and 1 mbps 
upload in the three exchanges.  Faster speeds can be provided, upon customer request. 
 
   
Checklist Item 3: 
A description of which areas are “unserved” or “underserved” in accordance with the 
Commission’s definition. 
 
Broadband service is currently provided by CTC-Nebraska in the Miller and Sumner 
exchanges.  However, due to transport bandwidth constraints, speeds currently provided in 



these areas are below the 4 mbps download and 1 mbps upload standard.  Thus, these two 
exchanges would be considered as “underserved” under the Commission’s definition. 
 
Checklist Item 4: 
An electronic map of all geographic locations where broadband facilities would be deployed 
under the proposed project which shall include 2010 Census Block boundaries of service 
area, by project, along with a demonstration that the area is currently unserved or 
underserved.  The map must demonstrate coverage in 2010 census blocks. (The map must 
show proposed project locations and does not need to depict the applicant’s other service 
territory.)  
 
Electronic mapping files are attached, also with printed versions of the maps. 
 
Checklist Item 5: 
An estimate of the number of potential new broadband subscribers.  
 
CTC-Nebraska currently provides broadband service to approximately 88 customers in these 
exchanges.  All will benefit from the increased speed provided.  There are approximately 84 
CTC-Nebraska customers in these exchanges that do not currently purchase broadband 
service from CTC-Nebraska.  All of these customers would also have access to the enhanced 
broadband service. 
 
Checklist Item 6: 
A schedule for broadband deployment with commitment to complete the build-out within 24 
months of approval of the application. The schedule should describe milestones in project 
completion increments of 25 percent, and the estimated date by which the milestones will be 
completed.   
 
Upon approval of the application, the deployment schedule would be as follows: 
45 days – Final detailed engineering. 
90 days – Final design approval, permits, and material acquisition. 
60 days – Fiber construction, splicing, and testing. 
45 days – Transmission equipment installation and testing. 
 - Estimated completion of project within 240 days of application approval. 
 
Checklist Item 7: 
A proposed budget, showing total project costs, in electronic format, with a detailed 
breakdown of the cost elements and a depreciation schedule showing the life of the 
investment.  
 
Attached is an Excel spreadsheet that identifies the detailed breakdown of the cost elements.  
Also attached is the most recent PSC order establishing the current depreciation rates. 
 
 
 
 



Checklist Item 8: 
Proposed retail pricing, including both monthly recurring costs and nonrecurring costs for the 
new broadband service(s) to be offered.  
 
Pricing of the service will be consistent with CTC-Nebraska’s pricing of similar service in 
other Nebraska exchanges.  Currently, that rate for new customers is $44.99 per month.  
Other taxes and surcharges may apply.  A non-recurring installation charge of $49.99 may 
apply, which can be reduced if the customer agrees to enter a term plan. 
 
Checklist Item 9: 
A description of the applicant’s commitment to offer broadband services to all households 
within the service area of the project for a minimum of five (5) years.   
 
If approved for funding, CTC-Nebraska commits to offer broadband services to all 
households within the service area of the project for a minimum of five (5) years. 
 
Checklist Item 10: 
A description of the applicant’s commitment to provide broadband data to the Commission 
and its vendors for the duration of the State Broadband Data and Development (SBDD) 
program so that this broadband coverage area can be depicted on the Commission’s state 
broadband data inventory map and on the National Telecommunications and Information 
Administration’s (NTIA’s) national broadband map.  
 
If approved for funding, CTC-Nebraska will provide broadband data to the Commission and 
its vendors for the duration of the State Broadband Data and Development (SBDD) program 
so that this broadband coverage area can be depicted on the Commission’s state broadband 
data inventory map and on the National Telecommunications and Information 
Administration’s (NTIA’s) national broadband map. 
 
Checklist Item 11: 
A description of the applicant’s financial qualifications, which may be filed on a confidential 
basis, to meet the commitments made in the application.   
 
CTC-Nebraska is an incumbent local exchange carrier, and files the Annual Report Form M 
information.  Pursuant to the Commission’s November 21, 2011 order, Application No. 
NUSF-77 Progression Order No. 5, that filing adequately addressed financial qualifications. 
 
Checklist Item 12: 
If the applicant does not have a certificate of public convenience and necessity to provide 
telecommunications services in Nebraska, a demonstration of the applicant’s financial, 
technical, and managerial competence.   
 
CTC-Nebraska is an incumbent local exchange carrier, and does have a certificate of public 
convenience and necessity. 





Attachment for 
Checklist Item #4 



 



Attachment for 
Checklist Item #7 



AMHR to MLLR Fiber DATA Transport Project (HSI Under Served Area)

FIBER 
Footage 
Totals

Fiber 
Miles

Price 
Per/Ft Sub Project Total Exchange Total

#  Ex. Customers on  w/Loadings w/Loadings
New Build Consists of Two Exchanges ‐ Two Infinium Asset Driven Projects Each 
(OSP/TR Per Exchange)
Each New Build has defined Subtotals Listed Here:

1 AMHR Exchange
AMHR CO (West) to MLLR Exch (OSP) ‐(24F)
AMHR TR Costs

2 MLLR Exchange
MLLR CO (East) to AMHR Exch (OSP) ‐(24F)
MLLR TR Costs
MLLR Exchange (West) ‐Existing Transport‐ No Add. New Build

3 SMNR Exchange (East) Existing Transport‐ No Add. New Build

Grand Total w/ Material & Eng. Lbr Loadings $292,064

PSC Grant Funding Total (w/FTR 25% Match) $219,048

Existing 12F AMHR
Existing 8F AMHR
Existing 8F RVDL
RVDL C.O.



Description Footages Direct Material Costs Loaded Mat Costs Direct Eng. Labor (HDirect Labor Costs

START @ AMHR CO FBR TERM ‐ New 24F
END @ MLLR Exch Boundary

(Infinium Mat. 
Loadings 55%)

Direct Lbr Rate 
($55)

w/66% Loadings
All other Labor Rates 
w/66% Loadings

PL Pirelli 24F (#120243D01)  

Measured In‐Line Footages & Est. % PL Units 
4 SPLICES (1 Ex Ped + 5 New Peds ) (100' Each side of SPL or Loop)

OSP TOTALS / Sub‐Totals w/Loadings

OSP TOTALS / Sub‐Totals w/o Loadings

TRANSMISSION COSTS
EX 12F FDP (East) in AMHR CO (fiber patch cords)
AMHR TR Equipment ( New 24 FDP, Misc Minor Materials, Etc…)
TR TOTALS / Sub‐Totals w/Loadings
TR TOTALS / Sub‐Totals w/o Loadings



Description Footages Direct Material Costs Loaded Mat Costs Direct Eng. Labor (Hrs) Direct Labor Costs

START @ AMHR / MLLR Exch Boundary
END @ MLLR CO

(Infinium Mat. 
Loadings 55%)

Direct Lbr Rate ($55)
w/66% Loadings

All other Labor Rates 
w/66% Loadings

PL Pirelli 24F (#120243D01)  

Measured In‐Line Footages & Est. % PL Units 
4 SPLICES (5 New Peds + FDP) (100' Each side of SPL or Loop)

TOTALS / Sub‐Totals

OSP TOTALS / Sub‐Totals w/o Loadings

TRANSMISSION COSTS
MLLR TR Equipment ( New 24 FDP, Misc Minor Materials, Etc…)
TR TOTALS / Sub‐Totals w/Loadings
TR TOTALS / Sub‐Totals w/o Loadings







June 1, 2012 
 
 

Mr. Mike Hybl 
Executive Director  
Nebraska Public Service Commission 
300 The Atrium, 1200 N Street 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 
 
 
Dear Mr. Hybl: 

Enclosed for filing please find an original and one (1) copy of an application to revise the 

depreciation rates of Citizens Telecommunications Company of Nebraska d/b/a Frontier 

Communications of Nebraska. Also included is "Exhibit A". A check for the $200.00 

application fee is also included. 

Please contact me at (952) 491-5534 if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Scott Bohler 
Manager, Government and External Affairs 
2378 Wilshire Blvd. 
Mound, MN 55364 
(952) 491-5534 Telephone 
(952) 491-5515 Facsimile 
scott.bohler@ftr.com 
 
Enclosures 
 



BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
 

In the Matter of the Application of 
Citizens Telecommunications Company  
of Nebraska Seeking Authority to 
Adjust Depreciation Rates 
 

APPLICATION 
 

Citizens Telecommunications Company of Nebraska d/b/a Frontier Communications of 

Nebraska ("Frontier") hereby applies for authority to change depreciation rates that are subject to 

the jurisdiction of the Nebraska Public Service Commission ("Commission"), in accordance with 

the Commission's order of April 14, 1987, in Application C-664. Pursuant to that order, Frontier 

is subject to a depreciation rate review on a triennial basis.  

Frontier has exchanged information and come to an agreement with Commission Staff as part of 

this review process. As a result, Frontier seeks to adopt the depreciation rates shown in Exhibit 

"A". These rates produce the following composite rates for the major categories of plant: 

Category Present Rate Proposed Rate 
General Plant 3.90% 2.41% 
Central Office Equipment 0.43% 5.51% 
Other Terminal Equipment 2.12% 0.48% 
Outside Plant 2.83% 2.33% 
Total Regulated Plant 1.87% 3.66% 

 
 
The purpose of this application is to seek approval by the Commission of the depreciation rates 

as set forth in Exhibit "A" so that Frontier can  properly record the revised depreciation rates on 

its books retroactive to January 1, 2012. 

WHEREFORE, Frontier requests this Commission to issue its order approving the revised 

depreciation rates contained in Exhibit "A" retroactive to January 1,2012, 

Dated: June 1, 2012  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Scott Bohler 
Manager, Government and External Affairs 
Citizens Telecommunications Company of Nebraska 
d/b/a Frontier Communications of Nebraska 



ATTACHMENT A 
 

Citizens Telecommunications Company of Nebraska 
 

Current Rate  Proposed Rate 
112.00  Vehicles   10.51%  5.44% 
112.20  Trucks  8.93%  3.76% 
116.00  Other Work Equipment  4.08%  2.13% 
121.00  Buildings   2.14%  1.92% 
122.00  Furniture  7.09%  4.97% 
123.10  Office Equipment  0.00%  1.61% 
123.20  Company Comm. Equipment  0.00%  0.00% 
124.13  General Purpose‐Mainframe  0.00%  0.00% 
124.20  Computers ‐ PC   0.00%  0.00% 
TOTAL GENERAL PLANT                        3.90%  2.41% 
                                                      
212.00  Digital Switching  0.00%  5.00% 
212.70  Switch Software  0.00%  8.00% 
231.30  Radio Equipment‐Digital   6.19%  15.98% 
232.00  Circuit Equipment‐Analog   0.00%  0.15% 
232.40  Circuit Equipment‐Digital  0.00%  6.00% 
232.50  Circuit Equipment‐DSL  6.03%  6.69% 
232.60  Circuit Equipment‐Optical  0.00%  8.00% 
232.70  Circuit Equipment‐ATM  12.00%  3.00% 
TOTAL CENTRAL OFFICE EQUIPMENT         0.43%  5.51% 
                                                      
362.00  Other Term Equip  2.12%  0.48% 
TOTAL OTHER TERMINAL EQUIPMENT       2.12%  0.48% 
                                                      
411.00  Poles‐Sole Owned   2.27%  1.41% 
421.10  Aerial Cable‐Copper  4.18%  1.91% 
421.20  Aerial Cable‐Fiber   4.17%  2.65% 
421.30  Aerial Cable‐Drop  2.67%  3.53% 
422.10  Underground Cable‐Copper  2.13%  2.07% 
422.20  Underground Cable‐Fiber  3.00%  2.52% 
423.10  Buried Cable‐Copper  2.59%  2.23% 
423.20  Buried Cable‐Fiber   3.68%  3.19% 
423.30  Buried Cable‐Drop  1.93%  3.47% 
426.10  Intrabuilding Cable‐Copper   7.27%  3.31% 
431.00  Aerial Wire  1.25%  0.80% 
441.00  Conduit Systems  3.00%  2.70% 
TOTAL OUTSIDE PLANT                        2.83%  2.33% 
                                                      
TOTAL REGULATED PLANT                      1.87%  3.66% 

 



Attachment for 
Checklist Item #11 
































































































