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Mills County, TA The Metropolitan Area Planning Agency (MAPA) is writing in support of Nebraska Public
..Emm Service Commission’s Proposed Rule and Regulation #182. MAPA is presently working to
Hastings develop a consottium of Human Services Agencies and Public Transportation providers in the
Ma,mmn Omaha-Council Bluffs region. The coordination of trips between agencies will reduce
Pacific Junction duplication of service; thereby increasing the overall efficiency and effectiveness of existing
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The proposed chénges to Title 291 ,‘Chaptcr 3, bring the Commission’s Motor Carrier Rules

. and Regulations in alignment with existing State and Federal law, and allow MAPA to

undertake the coordination of the aforementioned human services agencies and public
transportation providers. Since the passing of the Safe, dccountable, Flexible, Efficient
Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) in 2005, the United States
Congress and the United States Department of Transportation (USDOT) have articulated the
importance of increasing coordination by and between human services agencies and public
transportation providers. In addition, in 1995 the Nebraska Legislature repealed §75-309.03,

* thereby removing the Commission’s authority to regulate transportation cooperatives via LB-

424.

In 2011 MAPA was awarded funding from the Federal Transit Administration through its
Veterans Transportation and Community Living Inftiative (VTCLI) to create the Midlands -
One-Call Transportation Center in order to provide for and support close coordination
between transit providers in the region. The repeal of existing Section 03.03D regarding
Transportation Cooperatives removes any ambiguity er conflict concerning the Commission’s
regulatory purview in these areas, and provides agencies like MAPA with the ﬂexxblhty to -
coordinate fransit services in line with federal law. :

In light of the pricrities set by both State and Federal Legislatures, MAPA welcomes the
Commission’s amendments as a necessary step in fostering increased cooperation and
coordination of transit services in the Omaha-Council Bluffs region, . -
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